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of this country, as they became in Australia or South Africa, I
should welcome them as my brothers. But they only come here to
exploit my people, and to draw the substance from the land. After
a century of this steady drain, we are nearing exhaustion. We must
either stop this drain, or lose the last traces of our one-time great-
ness and culture. That is why I ask the English to go away.
I am certain we can force them to go, by non-co-operation,
without violence. The English may pass laws, but they cannot
force us to obey them. They may prescribe taxes, but they can
compel only comparatively few to pay them. Non-co-operation
and non-violence are more potent weapons than guns.
Still, guns have their uses. Mr. Gandhi, you may deprecate them be-
cause they are not at your disposal. If you had arms, would you consider yourself
justified in using them to drive out the English ?
Heaven forbid! Contemplate the carnage and misery wrought
by the small nations of Europe during the late War, and then,
imagine the terrible consequences of 30 crores of Indians seiz-
ing arms! Besides, force never settles one single problem. Behold
the present plight of Europe after such a "settlement" by force!
We have no right to use force even against our oppressors; but
it is our duty to refuse to help them to oppress us further. That
is why we must not co-operate with the English till they co-
operate with us.
You have studied and travelled much, Mr. Gandhi, and must admit that
India would have fared worse under any but British rule, that England has
shown much patience and forbearance under many provocations. What more
would you have the English do?
The whole of our demands can be compressed into one word,
Retire! And if you are not yet willing to retire completely, give
us at least the autonomy of your self-governing dominions. We
have enough common sense to prefer the half loaf to no bread at
all. But if we are to join the family of British nations, we de-
mand a say, not only in our own affairs, but in those of the
whole Empire, in proportion to our population. In other words,
we shall expect the centre of Imperial interests to be shifted to
India, as its most populous component. Any member of the
Empire objecting to this change would have the remedy of leav-
ing the Commonwealth of British nations.
As a man of the world you realize that the English are not likely to
relinquish, at your mere bidding, their enormous interests, material and political,
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